
HELP FIND THE MISSING MINORCANS 

 
Numerous outstanding books recount the arrival of the Minorcans at St. Augustine in the 

summer of 1768 as they journeyed from Mahon, Menorca to Dr. Andrew Turnbull's plantation in 

New Smyrna, British East Florida. Unfortunately, none of these authors were able to list the 

names and burial sites of those who perished on the plantation during the years 1768-1777. 

Exploring the accounts of these authors and other historical records may help uncover the burial 

site of the Missing Minorcans. The undiscovered Minorcan graves in New Smyrna Beach create 

a deep void in recorded history. The intention of this website is to fill that void by finding the 

graves and bringing their memories and contributions to life. Please contact any person or 

organization that might help us find our ancestors and give them closure. 

 
HELPFUL BOOKS AND MANY OTHER DOCUMENTS OUT THERE: 

 

Bailyn, Bernard, Voyagers to the West: A Passage in the Peopling of America on the Eve of the 

Revolution, Vintage Books, 1968. Chapter 12 “Failure in Xanadu” on East Florida (pages 430- 

474) 
 

Beeson, Kenneth H. Jr., Fromajadas and Indigo: The Minorcan Colony in Florida 
 

Benet, Stephen Vincent, Spanish Bayonet (Fiction) 

 

Doggett, Carita, 1919. Dr. Turnbull and the New Smyrna Colony of Florida. Drew Press. 

Jacksonville, FL. 

 

Dyer, Nancy Pellicer, The Minorcan Quarter/The Colonial Tale of St. Augustine 

 

Dyer, Nancy Pellicer, The Minorcan Yoke 

 

Feldman, Lawrence H., The Last Days of British Saint Augustine, 1784-1785 

 

Gannon, Michael V., Florida: a short History/Michael Gannon 

 

Gregory, Desmond, 1990. Minorca the Illusory Prize: A History of the British Occupations of 

Minorca between 1708 and 1802. Fairleigh Dickinson Univ Press. Madison, N.J. 

 

Griffin, Patricia C., Mullet On The Beach: the Minorcans of Florida, 1768-1788 

 

Mountjoy, Shane, St. Augustine/Colonial Settlements in America 

 

Mowat, Charles L., East Florida as a British Province, 1763-1784, University of California 

Press, 1943. 

 

New World in a State of Nature: British East Florida, University of North Florida, at 

www.unf.edu/floridahistoryonline/; including the following relevant sections:  “Smyrna: Dr. 

Andrew Turnbull and the Mediterranean Settlement at New Smyrna and Edgewater, Florida 

http://www.unf.edu/floridahistoryonline/%3B


1766-1777”  “John Bartram’s Travels on the St. Johns River 1765-1766”  “British Plantations 

and Farms on the St. Johns River, East Florida 1763-1784” 

 

Mills, Donna Rachal: Florida’s First Families/Translated Abstracts of Pre-1821 Spanish 

Censuses Volume 1 

 

Panagopoulos, E. P., New Smyrna, an Eighteenth Century Greek Odyssey, University of Florida 

Press, 1966. 

 

Rasico, Philip, The Minorcans of Florida: Their History, Language, and Culture. (1990) 

 

Siebert, William Henry, Loyalist in East Florida, 1774-1785 Vol. 1 

Quinn, Jane, Minorcans In Florida/Their history and heritage 

 

Note: Gregory, Desmond, Minorca, the illusory prize: a history of the British occupations of 

Minorca between 1708 and 1802. (Out of print. Wealth of information if a copy is found.) 


