
A BRIEF ACCOUNT OF ST. AUGUSTINE MINORCANS 

   

    

 

 

 

 

This is for those who have never heard the term ‘Minorcan’. Hopefully, during the 250th anniversary of 

their arrival in St. Augustine, the history of the Minorcans will be more widely recognized. 

Dr. Andrew Turnbull, a Scottish physician and former British consul in Izmir, 

Turkey, along with his partners, Sir William Duncan and Lord George 

Grenville, established the New Smyrna Colony in East Florida after Britain 

defeated Spain. Turnbull brought 1,225 Minorcans as indentured servants to 

primarily cultivate indigo for export to Britain. He initially planned a 500-

person Greek colony. 

Governor James Grant, the first governor of the province of East Florida, was 

also a Scotsman and worked tirelessly to prepare part of the 104,000 acre 

grants for the arrival of what he thought was 500 Greeks. He had cleared 

land, built palmetto huts and buildings for 500 but was overwhelmed when 

1,255 Menorcans, Italians, Greeks and Corsicans arrived. 

Governor Patrick Tonyn, the second governor of East Florida who arrived in 

1774, not only assisted the New Smyrna Colony but also protected the 

province's plantations. He managed over 15,000 British loyalists who 

flooded into St. Augustine during the American War of Independence. He 

and Turnbull were political enemies. Governor Tonyn freed the Minorcans 

from their indentured contracts and provided them refuge in St. Augustine. 

Between four and five hundred colonists walked 70 miles to freedom in St. 

Augustine. Sadly, 964 Minorcans had died in New Smyrna and were buried 

in the colony, now the city of New Smyrna Beach, Florida. This image 

represents all those whose graves have never been located or searched for 

as part of a project. Many descendants hope that at least one grave will be 

found before the 250th anniversary of their arrival in St. Augustine in 2027. 

This photograph by Byron Capo captures the love of Father Pedro Camps, 

who arrived with the colonists in 1768 and remained their Good Shepherd 

until his death. During the nine difficult years when every day was a 

challenge for the colonists, Father Camps was the shining light they turned 

to for comfort and solace. Many believe he was a saint who has never been 

fully recognized for his efforts to preserve Minorcan culture. 

This is a photo of a mural on the wall of the choir area of St. Augustine 

Cathedral/Basilica. It depicts the British welcoming the Minorcans to St. 

Augustine, where they were given homes in what is now known as the 

Minorcan Quarter. 

 


